
 
EAST MIDLANDS MERIT TABLES 2021/22 

RULES 
 

1. APPLICATION TO JOIN 

1.1 Participating clubs must be members of EMRU or with the approval of the 

Competitions Committee. 

 

1.2 Clubs that wish to enter a team for a forthcoming season must apply by 

April 30th. 

 

1.3 Any club wishing to withdraw a team for the forthcoming season must do 

so by April 30th’ 

 

1.4 There will be a meeting to agree proposals for the coming season in May 

with confirmation by end of May. 

 

2. PLAYERS 

2.1 Players do not have to be RFU League Registered. 

 

2.2 Players can play for more than one club in a season. 

 

2.3 In order to either fulfil a fixture or to complete a match that has started 

clubs are encouraged to lend players to their opponents. 

 

2.4 Up to 5 replacements [this may be increased if both captains agree before 

the commencement of the match and the referee has been informed] may be 

named by either side, but do not have to be equal numbers. [NB. It is not 

compulsory to have replacements and in particular if lower team needs 

players] 

 

2.5 It is not compulsory to have a front row replacement and, if necessary due 

to lack of experienced front row players, part or all of a match may be played 

with un-contested scrums with no detrimental effect to the result. 

 

Teams are encouraged to loan front row forwards if applicable and should a 

club be reported as to having refused to borrow front row forwards when 

offered by the opposition they will be deemed to have lost the match 20 – 0  

 

2.6 Unlimited rolling substitutions may be used. 

 



2.7 When there is a shortage of players games can only commence with a 

difference in numbers of ONE player only.  

All Teams are encouraged to use the GAME ON principles to play games 

regardless of numbers available. 

 

2.8 As a matter of courtesy clubs are requested to inform the opposition well 

in advance of the game that they intend to start with uncontested scrums or 

reduced numbers. 

 

2.9 A player may not join the game from a higher-level match unless both 

sides agree before commencement of the match and the referee has been 

informed. 

 

3. FIXTURES 

3.1 A revised structure is in place for 2021/22 in which all will be in Merit Table 

format based on percentage wins against games played with draws being 

calculated as ‘half a win’. 

 

3.2 The overall winners of individual leagues will be the team with the best 

percentage record. [Any team that does not fulfil 75% of the possible fixtures 

- of which half must be away - will be excluded from consideration]. 

Should more than one team have the same percentage the following criteria 

will be used to declare the winner: 

1. Most away games fulfilled 

2. Most fixtures fulfilled 

3. Points differential 

3.3 If a club has more than one team in the Merit table structure then the 

higher placed team must take preference. Cancellation of higher team Merit 

table games can only be due to weather conditions and clubs are expected 

not to drop players down to strengthen lower sides. Lower level Merit table 

fixtures do not take priority over higher level friendlies. There will be 

random checks on this throughout the season. If a game is played and a 

higher placed club team does not play for any valid reason then the result 

does not count.  

3.4 Each club to arrange fixtures as suits them. ALL matches where possible 

should be played on designated RFU League Saturdays for club 1st XV’s. 

 

 

 



3.5 No walkovers will be considered. [There is no advantage in hanging 

on in the hope of a walkover. Please confirm fixtures as early as possible 

in the week to allow for alternatives to be arranged ideally no later than 

Thursday 5pm]. 

 

3.6 Fixture Secretaries will be notified of the RFU League Structure for their 

1st XVs for the following season by June 1st. 

 

3.7. To assist Fixture Secretaries it will be assumed that where the two clubs 

involved First XV’s are playing each other in the same RFU League then the 

corresponding East Midlands Merit Table fixture will be played on the same 

date. 

 

3.8. Should games be called off for any reason then the East Midlands Office 

must be notified to enable the game to be removed from the system. If the 

game is then able to be re-arranged the EM Office must again be informed so 

that the new date can be added to the system. 

 

3.9. All fixtures will be on a Home and Away basis and completed by end of 

April 2022.  

 

3.10 A Fixture list for each team must be sent to the East Midlands Office by 

Friday, 29th June 2018. 

 

3.11 It is the responsibility of the home team to arrange a referee by adding 

the game to the “Who’s The Ref” website and then confirming with the 

appointed referee by Thursday preceding the match. Games not normally 

covered by EMRURS can be refereed by club appointed referees. 

 

4. UNPLAYED, POSTPONED OR ABANDONED MATCHES 

4.1 If a match is un-played due to weather conditions then it will be classed 

as un-played if it cannot be re-arranged on a mutually agreed date. 

SATURDAYS ARE NOT COMPULSORY and Merit Table games can be 

played at any agreed date/time. 

 

4.2 If a match is abandoned at any time it is the responsibility of either team 

to notify the East Midlands office with an explanation. The East Midlands 

Competitions Committee will be responsible for deciding the outcome. 

 



4.3 Teams that do not turn up for a fixture without prior notification [having 

confirmed earlier in the week] will be deemed to have lost the match. The non-

offending team will be awarded a win with a 20 – 0 score. 

 

5. KICK OFF TIMES 

5.1 Default kick off times are Saturday at 3pm in September, October, March 

and April and 2:15pm in November, December, January and February unless 

agreed by both captains. Alternative timings are not an issue. Any change to 

these days/times must be agreed with the Referee. Playing of merit table 

fixtures on days other than Saturdays is allowed with prior mutual 

agreement.  

 

5.3 All matches should be played for a duration of 40 minutes each way 

though this may be reduced with prior mutual agreement between both teams 

and the referee. 

 

6. PROMOTION AND RELEGATION 

6.1 The Merit Tables will be restructured at the beginning of each season at 

the discretion of the EMRU Competitions Committee. 

 

6.2 No club will be allowed to have two teams in the same Merit table. 

 

6.4 Should any team be withdrawn during the season all their match records 

will be removed from the respective Merit table. 

 

6.5 Any knock-out cup match will take precedence over a Merit Table fixture. 

The East Midlands Competitions office must be notified if this applies at least 

7 days before the intended date of the fixture. 

 

6.6 The team that wins a Merit Table will be presented with a trophy at the 

EMRU Presentation Evening at the end of the season. 

 

7. RESULT NOTIFICATION 

7.1 On completion of a fixture both teams should confirm the final result from 

the referee and if applicable request confirmation at what time uncontested 

scrums were initiated and which club was responsible. 

 

7.2 Results as per 7.1 must be notified via telephone or e-mail to the EAST 

MIDLANDS OFFICE by midday on the Monday following the fixture.  

01933 222218 or admin@emru.co.uk.  This covers all matches played during 

the previous Monday/Sunday timeframe. 

mailto:admin@emru.co.uk


 

7.3 Results will be updated on a weekly basis and displayed on the East 

Midlands website. 

 

7.4. It is essential that you review the website [www.emru.co.uk] on a regular 

basis to ensure all results are correct. 

 

7.5. Checks will be made on a regular basis to establish if teams are fulfilling 

fixtures and teams may be removed from the Merit Table.  

 

8. DISPUTES 

8.1 All disputes must be registered with the East Midlands office within 48 

hours of the completion of the match.  

 

8.2 The East Midlands Competitions Committee will be the sole arbitrator of 

all disputes and the decision of this committee will be final. 
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